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FRIENDS, 
OU unto whom the Lordhath appeared inthis his day, 
in his eternal, inexpreflible Love, and hath given you the 
| | knowledge of his Truth, and ftreched out unto you the 
oo Arm of his Power, and made known unto youthe Way of 
alk Salvation: Youit is, whom my endeared and unfeighned Love is 
- flow:ng forth unto,which doth not confift in any thing that’s vilible - 

but in that pure unchangable Love of God which hehath fhed 
abroad in our hearts. And fo in that, you are often prefented be- 
¢ . fore me, and oftendoI remember you with a deep fence of your 

| conditions, and of the unfpeakable Love of God to you-wards, and 
— withall, of the manifold Temptations and Trialls you daily come 
to meet withal ; andthcn is my heart poured out before the Lord 
with breathings and fupplications, that you may perfevere in faith- 
fullnefs and ftedfaftnefs, andthat you may be preferved in and 
through them all ; and there is a certain aflureance in my heart,that 
the Lord will do it unto all rhofe that abide inth: Faith, waiting 
upon him continually in his Light ; and that he will no: leave them, 
nor permit to come upon them beyond theit abilliry, nor yet 
Bore then will tend to 
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Friends, ke 


and more to feel the leadings and guidings of the Lord in his Light, 


andthat you wait at all times to know his Will and Counfel, and 
to feel his leadings thercin : Vhas fo none may run before the Lord | 
Leader, but to feel Him.go before, and to lead in the Way you 


thou'd-walk in, and in thofe things that concerns the Truth of God; 


tha: fo you may ftill be preferved in that, in which the Peace of 


Godiruly comcs to be felt. For Friends, This is a thing of great 


weight, and far furpaffes all that is vilible and tranfitory, fo 


youall may be kept wai.ing. continually in the Light, upon the 


To d, to feel the Power and Virine of it daily and to enjoy it, and 


tht you may come to dwell init in fteadfaftne’s wichout waver- 
ing: And this is that for which my labour is, and for which my 
delire often. times with deep Sighings and Breathings tothe Lord 


1s, that you may be kept and preferved in thofe dark places of the 
acb, where you have your Cailings, and that you may bean 


Hoxrour and Pratle to him in your Generation, and that you may 
be retrefh d and confolated by his Living Prefence more and more. 

On Friends! How pretions is it to feel the preftnce-of God 
nnto Ref efhinent and Con‘olation,but his pre ence is terribie unto 


Vhole that are fonnd in Iniquity and Uniaithfulnefs. Thercfore 


Dear Friends , tase becd of all that, that would draw you out fiem 
the conftant and dil'gcnt watching in ihe Light, and to have a 


fir regard theen to; and of that Spirit chat would run out into 


viuons and openings of the Truth, before th: Leader ; for that is 
that which ‘s linpacicnt, Rafh, Hafty and Unftable and fo thar 
cannot Fold oat log but is foon weary, and quickly offended and 
troubled, when things do.h noc allwayes fall out according to thar 


nd; andfotherejs no perfict fatiffaction, but itis wearying 
ac f:]F, now inthis, andthen in the orher thing, andchis cannor 


tand inthe day of trial; Bat Friends; Dweil low inthe feeling of 
the pure meafure of God, and feel the Spirit of the Lamb that 


bears and faffers, and hold faft the Faith inthe Light, andcleaye 


Wisco itwith your whole hearts, rhat patience may poflefs your 
Souls, thay fo you may feel the plentious peace and /atiffaction 
therein, And Friends, Take heed cf many and 
thouch:s, concerning things which you canna: fee throwh nor 
¢.morehend, 


ep clof$to the Light, and feel the Power of 
God, and abide init, and lerit be your caily care to remain in the 
_ Awe and Fear of Godconzinvally-; thatfo youmay com: mote 
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compreticnd, for if that gets place in’ the heart, thar brings’ 
burthen uponthe mind, that darkens. and vails, and greives the _ 

Righteous Seed of God, but in all things be carefal that your minds 
may be kepc con-inually out of all fuch things, in tha: that opens — 


the underftanding, and makes the hearer tender; for that1s that 
which muft preferve inthat ftate. And fo Dear Friends, there is 
anenemy near, againit whom itis greatly needful to watch con- 
tinually, that fo the mind may be kept Single, Pure and Clean ; 
and {> that you may feel more and morc thefe things, and to enjoy 


the Comforc and Confolation in your when the mind ts 


kept fingle and clean of all Incumbrances, and Reafonings, and 
Confultations about things which you canaot difcern nor under 
ftand, and leave itro the Lo. d who is onely Wie, and knows 
every ones Condiion, Sate, and Capacity ; who watcheth over 
his own, as a Fathe doth over his Children, teaching and in- 


ftructing every onz according to their gr and abillity, of thofe— 


things that are his Wi!l concerning them. And Friends, Take 


heed of that Spirit ‘tha: ft:ll will {ek to excufe himfelf, and to 
aiminith and hide that which is not well, andto lay the charge and 


fault upon no.her, roclear himfelt by fo doing ; this is the Spirit 
of .he worid, andis our of Truth, and by the Truth, the Light of 
Go. condemied. This ishe that appeared in Adam aid Eve 
in the beginiag afterth: Fail: And fo Friends, You who are called. 
to come out of the Fail, let nothing that is of that {pirit and nature 


be cherifhed nor resavded, bat that all may be judged in the Light, 


which is fpringing fo-th of that Ground, the curfed Ground in 


which the Thorns and 8riars, and the Weeds growes, and let the. 
Fire confume ic: So Dear Friends, keep nothing back, nor excufe: 
nothing, nor diminifh i not, that cannot ftand ‘nthe Light and 


Truth of God, but is Condemned and mutt be fo for ever, 
And Friends, Take hoed of thar, which when there is any thing 


done or {poken as ina fence of Truth, that will to much be feen 


and lookt upon init, and boaft init; this is that which {ee ‘s felf, 


and not the honour of God; bat give you no place to thar, for 


that willrun when the Lord fends nor, and willbe doing of that 
which the Lord requireth ‘not; fo th.re ought tv.be a continual 
wa‘ch againft that: And you ittll abid'ng in the true fence and 
feeling, you come fill ro feel what the Lord requires, and what 
he leads you unto ; and fo there Confolation and Peace is felr, 
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_ and this doth not lift up but keeps low and fenfible ofthe good- | 


_—-mefs of God, and that breaks and tenders the heart, and over. -- 
- And fo this is that which every one ought to wait for in him‘elf, | ; : 
to feel ic, that fo youmay beas obedient Children, that aremind- 
ing the inftructions and directions of the Facer continually. And 
Friends, Watch againft that which would be ftriving to compre- 
hend, and know, and underftand much, before it be the Lords . 
and pleafure ; for that is the fame Spirit thatis in the World, 
E: but wait luw inthe fecling of the Light and the Power, and dwell — 
3 init; that fo what you know and underftand of the Truth, and ie 


the things of it yon may know inthe Light, by. the Revelation 
3 of the Lord therein: And this is that which is lafting, though 
never fo little; and though fuch be as little Children, that as it 
. were know nothing at all, yet itis pretiousto keepin thar ftate, 
and not torun, not tobe bulie, not to will, but to be quietly waic- | 
; . > ingupon the Lord, to feel his Power, to feel his Arm, to preferve- 


andto lead, andto know him tobe the Guide and Leader, who * 

leads gentiy the little ones, and bears the Sucklings tn his Armsf ee 
and keeps and preferves them from thatwhichwouldbruifeand «= | 
hartthem.. = 


So Dear Friends, Your Strength, your Prefervation and Sal-. 
yvationis inthe Lord, aad therefore keep your fclves clofe to his: 
Light, and imbrace it with a perfect heart, and cleave unto it with 

—- your whole ftrength, and letit not go, neither let any thing have 

-.  place in your hearts that is againft it ; and where there is any thing 
‘yet remaining inthe heart, which is felt not to be in unity with 
it, give your felves no reft, till you feel the Judgement of God Or) ies 
feta top ever it inyour hearts, and then let it be freely refined up 
unto the Judgment, that fo, not an enemy tothe Truth and to : 
your own Soules, may be left alive in the houfe. 

So Dear Friends, Thisisintrue Love unto you, from one who 
hath experience of thefe things concerning which Ijhave wrot unto 

you, asin a weighty fence that hath been upon my heart fora 
confiderable time, and I could not well forbear longer, but mult 
communicate it unte you, ina frefh and living fence of the Love 

of Gedand of Love unfeigned ; which often Howerh forth to you- 
wards, as an overflowing ftream, who are called of the Lord, and 

ae tawhom the Lord hath ftretched forth his Arm of =, and 
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Love. Oh Friends |! Dwell in Co? hich preferves Love and Unity © 
amongi{t the Children of the houfhould of God, that fo there may — 
. . °. be no place amongft you for difcord, or any thing of that nature 3 
neither let any thoughts enter the heart, which you dare not de- 
clare in words, for is it fuch as that you dare not make it known 2? 
Then they are things that ought to haveno place in the heart, 
Z ~ though many times fuch things may prefent themfelves in the 
: _ thoughis, but it ought to have no place, for it will hurt, though 
_itmay appear with fome fhew of Truth or Good init, or of a 
good terdency, but the end is feenin the Light, that it doth not’ — 
proceed out of the Light: And fo Friends, waiting in the Light, 
will daily more and more, come to fee thefubtil workingsof 
the enemy in the heart, which isthe defireof my Soul, andthat 
may be prefe:ved and kept outofhis Snares. 
es So Friends, I haveno other thing to which I can commit you, 
be but to the Lord, who is able topreferve youandtokepyouont 
of ail the cunning devices of Sathan ; yea, andI am perfwaded 
that he will do it, to all rhofe that perfeveres inthe Faith,inhis 
Light, in faithfulnefs, ftedfalt unto the end ; fothat youallmay 
be preferved and eftablifhed in the everlafticg Truth, and may 
endure to the end, that fo none having put his hand co the Plough 
may look back, that is the earneft longing and defire of my heart. — 
So the Lord God of Power, whe alone is our Strength, Power. - 
and Refuge, eftablifh your minds more and more in his Light, © 
ae - andyour hearts more and more inthe Faith, and continually to 
Wait upon himin his Light, and toconfirme your confidence in 
uP, him ; that fo, you may run and not be weary, and walkon and faint 
mot: That fo Peace, Refit, Comfortand Con‘olationmay be mul- 
tiplyed amongft you from the Lord. To whom be Glory, and . 
Honour, and Praifes, for ever. — 
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From your true Friend in the Truth, 
Amilerdam, the 1th. 
of the 6th. Moneth, Elizabeth Hender icKS» 
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